
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Date: 28/03/11 Telephone Enquiries  01752 307990 Fax 01752 304819 

Please ask for Ross Johnston,  
Democratic Support Officer e-mail ross.johnston@plymouth.gov.uk 

 
 
LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE (MISCELLANEOUS) 
 
DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

TUESDAY 5 APRIL 2011 
11AM 
COUNCIL HOUSE, PLYMOUTH (NEXT TO THE CIVIC 
CENTRE) 

 
Members – 
Councillors Mrs Bowyer, Gordon and Rennie. 
 
Fourth Member – 
Councillor Mrs Nicholson 
 
Members are invited to attend the above meeting to consider the items of 
business overleaf 
 
Members and Officers are requested to sign the attendance list at the 
meeting. 
 
Please note that, unless the chair agrees, mobile phones should be 
switched off and speech, video and photographic equipment should not be 
used during meetings,  
 
Please note that, due to the nature of this Committee we may need to send 
‘to follow’ documents which were not expected at the time of the agenda 
publication. These documents may be considered under part I or part II. 

 
 
 

BARRY KEEL 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

BARRY KEEL 
Chief Executive 
Floor 1 - Civic Centre 
Plymouth 
PL1 2AA 
 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/democracy 

Public Document Pack



 

 
LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE (MISCELLANEOUS) 

 
 

PART I (PUBLIC COMMITTEE) 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR    
  
 The Committee will appoint a Chair and Vice-Chair for this particular meeting. 
  
2. APOLOGIES    
  
 To receive apologies for non-attendance submitted by Committee Members. 
  
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
  
 Members will be asked to make any declarations of interest in respect of items on 

this Agenda. 
  
4. CHAIR'S URGENT BUSINESS    
  
 To receive reports on business which, in the opinion of the Chair, should be 

brought forward for urgent consideration. 
  
5. VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE - SECO LOUNGE 

CAFE/BAR - UNITS 12-14 GROUND FLOOR, MILLS 
BAKERY, ROYAL WILLIAMS YARD, PLYMOUTH   

(Pages 1 - 28) 

  
 The Director for Community Services will submit a report on the variation of a 

premises licence. 
  
6. EXEMPT BUSINESS    
  
 To consider passing a resolution under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government 

Act 1972 to exclude the press and public from the meeting for the following item(s) 
of business on the grounds that it (they) involve(s) the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraph(s) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, as 
amended by the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

  
PART II (PRIVATE COMMITTEE) 

 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO NOTE 
that under the law, the Sub-Committee is entitled to consider certain items in private.  
Members of the public will be asked to leave the meeting when such items are 
discussed. 
 
Nil. 
 



CITY OF PLYMOUTH 

Subject: Seco Lounge Café / Bar, Units 12-14 Ground 
Floor, Mills Bakery, Royal William Yard, 
Plymouth.  
Variation of Premises Licence  

Committee: Licensing Sub Committee (Miscellaneous) 

Date:  5 April 2011 

Cabinet Member: Councillor Michael Leaves 

CMT Member: Director for Community Services 

Author: Peter Clemens 

Contact: Tel: 01752 305465  

e-mail: licensing@plymouth.gov.uk 

Key decision: No 

Ref: ERS/LIC/PREM 

Part: I 

 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
An application has been received from Melrose Pubcare on behalf of 
Loungers Limited in respect of Seco Lounge Café / Bar, situated at Units 12-
14 Ground Floor, Mills Bakery, Royal William Yard, Plymouth for the variation 
of the premises licence under Section 34 of the Licensing Act 2003.  
 
 
Corporate Plan 2011- 2014: 
 
This report links to the delivery of the corporate improvement priorities.  In 
particular: 
 
1. Informing and involving residents. 

2. Improving culture and leisure activities. 

 
 
Implications for Medium Term Financial Plan and Resource Implications: 
Including finance, human, IT and land 
 
Not applicable. 
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Other Implications: eg. Section 17 - Community Safety, Health and 
Safety, Risk Management, Equalities Impact Assessment etc. 
 
Members should be aware that Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 
1998 puts a statutory duty on every Local Authority to exercise its various 
functions with due regard to the need to do all that it reasonably can do to 
prevent crime and disorder in its area. 
 
 
Recommendations and Reasons for recommended action: 
 
That Members consider this report. 
 
 
Alternative options considered and reasons for recommended action: 
 
None. 
 
 
Background papers: 
 
Application.   
Licensing Act 2003. 
Guidance issued under Section 182 Licensing Act 2003. 
Council’s Licensing Policy. 
 
Sign off: 
 
Head of 
Fin 

 Head of 
Leg 

DJB/11223/ 
15.03.11 

Head of 
HR 

 Head of 
AM 

 Head of 
IT 

 Head of 
Strat Proc 

 

Originating CMF Member 
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1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 On the 11 February 2011 the licensing department received an 

application from Melrose Pubcare on behalf of Loungers Limited in 
respect of Seco Lounge Café / Bar, situated at Units 12-14 Ground 
Floor, Mills Bakery, Royal William Yard, Plymouth for the variation of an 
existing licence under Section 34 of the Licensing Act 2003.   

 
1.2   Current Licensable Activities 

(l) Late Night Refreshment (Indoors) 
  
Hours 
Thurs to Sat        23.00hrs to Midnight  
  
(m) Sale by Retail of Alcohol for 
consumption ON the premises. 
                           
Hours 
Mon to Wed      10.00hrs to 23.00hrs 
Thurs to Sat      10.00hrs to Midnight 
Sun                   10.00hrs to 23.00hrs             
  
(o) Hours premises are open to the public 
                            
Hours 
Mon to Wed       08.00hrs to 23.30hrs 
Thurs & Fri         08.00hrs to 00.30hrs 
Sat                     09.00hrs to 00.30hrs 
Sun                    09.00hrs to 23.30hrs  
  

 
1.3   Variation application. 
        The nature of the proposed variation is; 
 This application is to permit alterations comprising an extension to the 

indoor trading space, construction of a new dispense bar, storage room, 
two new customer toilets and extension to the external seating area all 
as the plan attached. 

 
 Plan as existing (Appendix 1) 
 
 Plan as proposed (Appendix 2) 
 
 All existing licensable activities, hours and conditions to remain 

unchanged. 
               
1.4 Representations have been received in respect of this application. 
 
1.5 Cumulative Impact Policy 
  
        This application does not fall within an area to which the Cumulative   

Impact Policy applies. 
 
2.0    RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES   
 
2.1 Environmental Health – have made representation relating to the 
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Prevention of Public Nuisance and Public Safety (Appendix 3) 
   
2.2 Devon & Cornwall Constabulary – no representations.  
     
2.3    Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service – no representations. 
 
2.4    Trading Standards – no representations 
 
2.5     Planning Officer - no representations. 
 
2.6     Child Protection – no representations 
 
2.7     Health & Safety Executive – no representations. 
 
3.0    INTERESTED PARTIES 

7 - letters of representation have been received from residents living 
within the vicinity of the premises (Appendices 4 – 10).   
 

4.0 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
4.1 The Committee is obliged to determine this application with a view to 

promoting the licensing objectives which are: 
• the prevention of crime and disorder; 
• public safety; 
• the prevention of public nuisance; 
• the protection of children from harm. 

   
In making its decision the Committee is also obliged to have regard to 
the guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the 
Council’s own Licensing Policy and the representations (including 
supporting information) presented by all the parties. 

 
The Committee must take such of the following steps as it considers 
necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 
1. Modify the conditions of the licence 
2. Reject the whole or part of the application; 
    and for this purpose the conditions of the licence are modified if any of 

them is altered or omitted or any new condition is added. 
  
The Committee is asked to note that it may not modify the conditions or 
reject the whole or part of the application merely because it considers it 
desirable to do so. It must actually be necessary in order to promote the 
licensing objectives. 
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Memorandum 

From:     Head of Environmental Regulation Service 

To:     HEAD OF LICENSING SECTION 

FAO:     PETE CLEMENS 

Date:     9th March 2011 

Our Ref:   EH.RMO.792651 

Investigating Officer: Rhodri Morgan   

Extn:     4851 

 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH REPRESENTATION 
 
 

Premises: SECO Lounge , Mills Bakery, Royal William Yard, Plymouth, PL1 
3GD 
  
Name of Licensee:   Loungers Ltd. 
 
Type of Application:  Variation 
 
Report Prepared By:     Rhodri Morgan 
      
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That this department has no comments regarding the Application. 
 
2. This department would like to make the following representation; 
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Licensing Act 2003 

Supporting Information for Committee Hearing following the Public 
Protection Service Representation 

 
 

Premises Name: SECO Lounge, Mills Bakery, Royal William Yard. 
 
It is this Responsible Authority’s opinion that, having considered the 
applicants operating schedule that if the application were to be granted, as 
applied, then there is potential for a negative impact on the licensing 
objectives of public nuisance and public safety. 
 
Noise generated, particularly from patrons using the external facilities of the 
SECO Lounge are currently a concern for this Responsible Authority. 
 
This Responsible Authority has received a number of complaints from local 
residents of the Mill’s Bakery Building, of which SECO Lounge is a part, since 
April 2010. The complaints centered on issues of noise generated by the 
premises from a number of sources including the use of the outside area, 
music and cleaning/deliveries. Through working in conjunction with the 
premises management and local residents Officers of the Environmental 
Health Department have been able to reduce the impact of some of these 
issues. 
 
One issue that in the opinion of this Responsible Authority has not been 
successfully addressed or resolved is the issue of the use of the outside area. 
 
The external seating area at the front of the property currently operates 
between 0800hrs and 2300hrs and is located directly below residential 
accommodation. The public nuisance issue arises from large numbers people 
sat on the tables outside drinking, eating and smoking during these hours. 
 
The problem is exacerbated during periods of warm weather and later 
evenings of daylight when the outside area encourages more patrons to use 
the outside area for longer. A further consequence of the good weather is that 
residents above the premises may wish to open windows to their property 
which, due to the proximity to the premises increases potential nuisance 
issues. 
 
During the winter months there have been less issues of public nuisance 
associated with the premises, it is this responsible authority’s opinion that 
noise issues that arose the previous year are likely to recur.  
 
Prior to receipt of this application and due to these on-going concerns, it had 
been this Responsible Authority’s intention to meet with the management of 
the SECO Lounge between the months of March and April this year to discuss 
the management of the premises’ intentions as to how they intend to control 
the use of the outside area and what steps they would take to lessen the 
public nuisance impact that had been experienced the previous year by local 
residents. 
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A combination of conditions and variance of operating hours set out on the 
previous page are ones that this Responsible Authority believes will go some 
way to minimizing the impact on local residents. But in attempting to balance 
the mixed use development, these proposed conditions may not be sufficient, 
when considering that the occupancy of the outside area will be increased by 
more than half of its current level. 
 
Considering the use of the building, the extension of a licensable area to the 
rear courtyard of the premises would significantly impact on public nuisance 
and public safety of local residents due to it being in the same location of 
resident access to their living accommodation, which could lead to them being 
intimidated by being greeted by people ‘in drink’ at what is essentially their 
doorstep and the fact that the inherent structure of the courtyard would 
magnify any sound created there by patrons. 
 
Issues have been raised by local residents during Environmental Health 
investigations that the outside areas were, at times, being used outside the 
licensable hours. During initial consultations with the management of the 
SECO Lounge, it was determined that the external furniture would be kept in-
situ as returning them inside and the end of trading was causing a disturbance 
to local residents. Issues had also been raised over patrons being served 
alcoholic drinks outside the licensable area of the premises. 
 
Officers of the Environmental Health Department have met with management 
of the Urban Splash development who operate Royal William Yard. The 
management of Urban Splash explained that their own security team had 
witnessed members of the public using the outside furniture after the SECO 
Lounge had closed. 
 
This clearly is a concern that could potentially lead to public nuisance issues. 
What this Responsible Authority would advise is that the licensable area is 
clearly demarcated to discourage members of the public using the seating 
area when the premises is closed and to clearly define areas where patrons 
may be served. This Responsible Authority understands the listed status of 
the area, but would advise that a suitable condition be added to the operating 
schedule to include demarcation, should consent be given by the responsible 
undertaker. i.e. English Heritage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 10



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 4 

Page 11



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 5 

Page 12



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 6 

Page 13



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 7 

Page 14



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 15



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 16



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 17



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 18



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 7A 

Page 19



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 20



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 8 

Page 21



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 22



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 8A 

Page 23



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 24



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 8B 

Page 25



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 9 

Page 26



 
 

APPENDIX 10 

Page 27



Page 28

This page is intentionally left blank


	Agenda
	5 VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE - SECO LOUNGE CAFE/BAR - UNITS 12-14 GROUND FLOOR, MILLS BAKERY, ROYAL WILLIAMS YARD, PLYMOUTH
	Appendix 1 and 2
	Appendix 3


